Although the foreword suggests that the book is an invaluable practical resource for all healthcare professionals, its format particularly lends itself to junior doctors and healthcare scientists. It brings a new dimension to virology textbooks. It presents information in a practical format, which will make it easy to consult. Sections 1 and 2 cover individual viruses and other related organisms often 'owned' by virology, such as chlamydophila, while Section 3 deals in clinical syndromes. This latter will be particularly useful in the clinical setting where, for example, causative agents of 'atypical pneumonia' are covered in the same chapter.

Inevitably there is a need to cross-refer between chapters to cover all aspects of certain viruses, e.g. Epstein--Barr virus appears in Chapter 43 on immunocompromised patients and Chapter 44 on viral malignancies.

Section 4 covers diagnostic techniques and very appropriately begins by describing how to send specimens to the laboratory, an aspect which is often overlooked. The different diagnostic techniques are described briefly but succinctly.

The book rounds up with Section 5 on patient management, including infection control. There is a consistent format across the various chapters which lends itself to easy reading. The text is sufficiently interspersed with tables and helpful algorithms, although a diagram of virus replication would have made Section 1\'s introduction to virology easier to comprehend. It would also have been helpful to see more useful website information as in Chapter 27 on SARS CoV and other coronaviruses.

Overall, I think the authors have managed to distil their considerable clinical virology experience into this textbook and I would happily recommend it to a wide range of junior healthcare workers who interact with infection-related specialties. They will find it useful as a textbook to which frequent reference can be made and where information will be readily and easily found.
